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HISTORIC SKETCH 
OF THE FAMILY OF “Boypstun” 


Lord Robert Boyd, d. 1470, Scottish statesman was 
the son of Sir Thomas Boyd, d. 1439 and belonged to 
an old and distinguished family one member of 
which, Sir Robert Boyd had fought with Wallace and 
Robert Bruce. Thomas Boyd who was created a peer 
about 1454 was one of the regents of Scotland during 
the minority of King James III, but in 1466 with some 
associates he secured the person of the young King 
and was appointed his sole governor. As ruler of 
Scotland he was instrumental in religious reforma- 
tions. He arranged the marriage between James III 
and Margaret, daughter of Christian I of Denmark 
and Norway and secured the cession of the Orkney 
Islands by Norway. However, when in 1467 he ob- 
tained the offices of Chamberlain, and justiciary 
for himself and the hand of Mary, sister of King 
James III, with the title of Earl of Arran for his old- 
est son Thomas, his enemies soon became too strong 
for him and he was found guilty of treason and sen- 
tenced to death. He escaped to England and the date 
of his death is unknown. His brother and assistant, 
Sir Alexander Boyd, was beheaded on 22nd of Nov- 
ember, 1469. 

Lord Robert Boyd’s son Thomas Boyd, Earl of 
Arran, was in Denmark when his father was over- 
thrown. However, he fulfilled his mission, that of 
bringing the King’s bride, Margaret, to Scotland, and 
then warned by his wife Mary (the King’s sister) he 
escaped to the continent of Europe. He is mentioned 
very eulogistically in one of the Paston Letters, but 
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money, of Pennsylvania, to them the said George 
Boilstone and Eunice Boilstone hath granted bar- 
gained and sold and by these presents doth grant, 
bargain and sell unto the Heirs of Peter Breakbill de- 
ceased, and their Heirs and assigns part of a tract of 
Land Situated, on Dunkard Creek, in Washington 
County, and Green township, and Called “Taby” 
patented unto George Boilstone, on the twenty second 
day of December in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty nine and of the Commonwealth the 
fourteenth. Beginning at a Sugar tree on the bank 
of said creek thence up the same, south eighty four 
Degrees, West twenty perches to a sugar tree, South 
sixty four degrees, West ninty four perches, to a 
Sugar tree, and North sixty four west eighty seven 
perches to a white oak thence by vacant Land, North 
thirty six degrees east forty four perches to a hick- 
ory and north seventy-five and a half degrees, east 
one hundred and forty nine perches to a post, thence 
by the Land of the said George Boilstone, south ten 
and a half degrees, east sixty nine perches to a place 
of beginning, containing eighty five Acres strict Mea- 
sure and shall also all trees, woods, underwoods, titles 
Commons and common of pasture, ways, water 
courses, profits, commodities, advantages, hereidita- 
ments and allurtenanaces whatsoever to the said mes- 
suage of eighty five acres of Land, above mentioned 
belonging, or in anyways appertaining and the re- 
version and reversions remainder and remainders, 
rents, issues, and profits of the said premises, and of 
every part and parcel thereof, and all the estate right, 
title, interest claim, and demand whatsoever of them 
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Dr. Cody is now convalescing here where I grew 
up and where he was pastor for twenty-five years— 
nearly, from a serious operation. I hope to be able 
to keep up my D. A. R. membership. My member- 
ship is now in Jacksonville, Florida. 

After Sept. 1, I will be, or hope to be, at home once 
more at Penney Farms, Florida, Memorial Commun- 
ity, Box 92. 

With all good wishes to you in all your undertak- 
ings, I am 

Yours truly, 
Susan Boypstun Copy. 
(Wife of Rev. Robert A. Cody). 
P. O. Box 92, Memorial Community, 
Penny Farms, Florida. 


Susan Ursula Boydstun (usually called Sumie), 
daughter of Rev. James Guthrie Boydstun and Martha 
V. Fincher Boydstun. Was reared and married and 
lived most of her life in Meridian, Miss. Wife of pas- 
tor twenty-one years. Graduated from Cooper's In- 
stitute, Daleville, Miss.; Degree M. A. Md. Robert 
Alexander Cody; his degrees are M. A., Bethel Col- 
lege, Tenn.; M. A., Cumberland University Seminary 
(now Lane, Cincinnati, Ohio), Lebanon, Tenn.; D. D., 
Cumberland University (Presbyterian Minister, U. 
S. A.) 

CuILpREN oF Rost. A. AND Susan Boypstun Copy 

1. Edward Franklin, graduate, Lane Seminary, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 1927 B. D. Md. Mamie Pleasants, 
Roxboro, N. C. Ordained and md. while a school- 
boy. Served first as Private in France, World War; 
then as Chaplain. First Lieut. in Infantry. Pastor 
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taught us to spell. When we could spell, then we read 
all that was in the Elementary Speller, as it had some 
writing in it. Then, next, we learned the abbrevia- 
tions. These all had to be memorized. I soon got 
through the first reader, then the second, then the 
directors had a new frame school house built within 
three-quarters of a mile of our house. I was about 
six years old at this time. 

I was born on January 2nd. The following spring 
in April, when my father and mother went to camp 
to make sugar from the hard maple trees, they laid me 
in a sugar trough to sleep, so my first cradle was a 
sugar trough out in the woods; and my sister, Jane, 
rocked me while my parents made sugar. 

When I was a young girl we had singing classes. 
Our teacher was “Brother Paine,” who lived in Iowa. 
He belonged to the Christian Church Disciples of 
Christ. He had several schools in different places. 
He gave twenty-five lessons or more, according to the 
number of scholars he had. He got a dollar a scholar. 
I was one of these scholars. Our first lesson, he put 
on the blackboard. For about five nights he did this. 
After that, he gave the lessons from the blackboard 
until recess, and then after recess, we had singing 
from the song book. These books cost $1.25 apiece. 

He tried our voices, two of us at a time. The first 
winter, he put me on the alto side. You see, it scared 
me when he tried my voice, and I did not reach as high 
as 1 could. The next winter, he tried my voice, and 
put me on the soprano side, and that was where 1 
wanted to be. 

He also had a school at Indian Point, and asked us 
to go there and get the benefit of that school free. My 
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and make all of the men's suits for them. There are 
two different kinds that I have put in this book. One 
was colored with Indigo, and the other was colored 
with walnut bark peeled from off the walnut trees and 
put into twenty gallons of water in the outdoor color- 
ing kettle that we had. We would make a fire under 
this kettle, and boil the skeins of yarn in this liquid, 
and leave it in there for several days. That made it 
dark brown. Sometimes we threw in pieces of the 
hulls of the walnut, as well, that father would get for 
us. 

This piece is fifty-two years old. You see that it 
is faded somewhat, and you can see that the chain is 
of cotton. Jeans always had cotton chain, which 
mother bought and colored, just like she did the yarn; 
but it was much harder to color than wool thread or 
yarn. We would make up the jeans and bed blankets, 
if we used the cotton warp for them, one fall; then the 
next fall we would make up the linsey-woolsey, or 
flannel-linsey. Flannel-linsey is wool, both in the 
chain and filling. The chain has to be twisted as hard 
again as the filling does. We use to make Indigo blue 
dye and color the white cotton chain blue. That al- 
ways made the best trousers and coats. These were 
made when I was about ten years old, or in 1853. I 
spun some on all of this cloth. 

1 do not remember when I began to spin. These 
two pieces of plaid flannels were made the same fall, 
between the two pieces of jeans. This wool came off 
from the same sheep’s back. 

The thread I tacked my comforters with was blue 
clouded yarn. I ravelled out old socks and stockings 
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lumber yard, which position was given up on account 
of ill health. 

Daughter Helen Elizabeth graduated from K. U. 
Don’t know name of Sorority and for three years 
has taught in Lawrence, Kansas schools. 
4. Ava born Aug. 13, 1882, d. —. 
5. Lester Harshberger, b. July 30, 1885, d. Nov. —. 
Bachelor. 
6. Audrey Harshberger, b. March 12, 1890, at 
Abingdon, Ill., md. George Samuel Snoddy of Em- 
poria, Kans., at Lawrence, Kans., Aug. 16, 1916. 

1. Martha Louise Snoddy, b. Nov. 30, 1922, at 

Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Audrey Snoddy attended Lawrence, Kansas High 
School and graduated from Kans. U. Mu Phi (musi- 
cal sorority). Taught music in College at Tarkarra, 
Okla and Albion, Idaho. 

George Snoddy (Ph. D.) graduate of Kans. U., 
and Clark U., (Mass). Professor in Utah U. for 
eight years and now teaching in Indiana U. at Bloom- 
ington. 

Fifth child of Eliza Anna Boydstun and Henry 
Ground. 

5. William Ground md. Kate Lewis (eleven chil- 
dren). 

William Harrison Ground, b. Sept. 11, 1849, 

and Sarah Catherine Lewis, b. Oct. 9, 1859. Md. 
Dec. 6, 1876. 
1. Minnie Laurilla Ground, b. Aug. 1, 1878, and 
William Harden Baugh, b. Oct. 23, 1875. Md. Dec. 
31, 1896. 

1. Elbert Ansel Baugh, b. July 3, 1898, and Lurye 








